
Background

Benefits

State and federal law require 24,000 acres of habitat conservation for mitigation to implement the general plans 
of the member agencies, as well as 8,000 acres of additional conservation beyond mitigation. The Yolo HCP/
NCCP will coordinate these conservation efforts to ensure that lands are selected consistent with a strategy 
based on biological criteria, including the selection of lands that provide habitat to multiple species; and are 
located near existing protected lands and riparian areas. The Yolo Habitat Conservancy will implement this 
conservation strategy in close coordination with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service), as well as the Conservancy’s Advisory Committee and other partners. 
This approach, rather than the current site-by-site approach, provides for:

Local control 
The Yolo HCP/NCCP moves compliance with state and federal endangered species laws 
for public and private activities from state and federal agencies to the local level. The 
Conservancy will administer the permits with oversight from the CDFW and the Service to 
streamline the existing process while still providing comprehensive regulatory coverage 
for currently listed species and those that may be listed in the future.

Improved and increased species conservation
Coordinated conservation planning through the Yolo HCP/NCCP will provide significant 
benefits to endangered and threatened species in Yolo County, including the burrowing 
owl, Swainson’s hawk, the valley elderberry longhorn beetle, and the giant garter snake, as 
it replaces piecemeal mitigation and adds conservation beyond mitigation. 

Streamlined permitting process 
The Yolo HCP/NCCP will replace a project-by-project mitigation process characterized 
by uncertainties associated with timing, costs, and litigation. This will provide an 
economic benefit to public agencies and other projects in the form of streamlined 
Endangered Species Act permitting. 

The Yolo Habitat Conservancy is a joint powers agency comprised of the County 
of Yolo and the cities of Davis, West Sacramento, Winters, and Woodland.
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The Yolo Habitat Conservancy is preparing the Yolo Habitat Conservation Plan/Natural Community Conservation 
Plan (Yolo HCP/NCCP). The Yolo HCP/NCCP is a countywide conservation plan to provide Endangered Species 
Act permits and associated mitigation for infrastructure (e.g. roads and bridges) and development activities (e.g. 
agricultural facilities, housing, and commercial buildings) identified for construction over the next 50 years in 
Yolo County.

The Yolo HCP/NCCP will coordinate mitigation to maximize benefits to species, as well as conserve habitat 
above and beyond required mitigation for 12 identified species. The plan strikes a sensible balance between 
natural resource conservation and economic growth in the region. 



Urban projects and rural projects cover 17,551 acres. These activities include: general urban development; urban 
public services, infrastructure, and utilities; urban projects in rural areas; general rural development; rural public 
services, infrastructure, and utilities; agricultural economic development; aggregate mining; and open space. The 
remaining three categories cover up to 3,809 acres. 
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In addition to strengthening local control over land use 
and species protection, the Yolo HCP/NCCP will provide 
a more efficient process for protecting natural resources 
by creating a new reserve system that will be larger in 
scale, more ecologically valuable, and easier to manage 
than the individual mitigation sites. As an NCCP, the Yolo 
HCP/NCCP also provides for conservation of habitat 
beyond mitigation requirements. 

Conservation Commitments

The Public Review Draft of the Yolo HCP/NCCP and associated Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental 
Impact Report (EIS/EIR) were released for a 90-day public comment period on June 1, 2017.  The Yolo HCP/NCCP has 
benefited from extensive public involvement and comment from stakeholders across the region. The Yolo Habitat 
Conservancy Advisory Committee that advises Conservancy staff and the Board of Directors have been the primary 
forums for soliciting input. The Yolo Habitat Conservancy plans to complete the Yolo HCP/NCCP and receive permits 
from CDFW and USFWS in 2018.  

Timing and Public Comment

www.yolohabitatconservancy.org    •    611 North Street, Woodland, CA 95695    •    530-723-5504
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Yolo Regional Conservation Investment Strategy / Local Conservation Plan (Yolo RCIS/LCP)
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The Yolo Habitat Conservancy is also preparing the Yolo Regional Conservation Investment Strategy / Local 
Conservation Plan (Yolo RCIS/LCP) in partnership with local stakeholders, Yolo County, the California Natural 
Resources Agency, and the Department of Water Resources. This voluntary, landscape-scale conservation plan will 
identify conservation priorities to guide public and private conservation actions and investment, such as habitat 
restoration and protection. It will provide a blueprint for further voluntary, non-regulatory conservation in Yolo County 
that addresses conservation needs not addressed in the Yolo HCP/NCCP.  

33,362 total acres of conservation commitments


